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The following poem, written by a convict in the Mass- 


oem by Charlies Meddows, a Convict. 


achusetts State Prison, will be read with great interest i 


by the friends of the Criminal. Tt wi- written and 


spoken by a Convict. He has written several valuable 
pieces, sowe of which have appe red in our paper, 
was dalivered on Thanksgiving day, ata meeting of the 
Convicts for their own mutaal improvement. The ex- 
elient Warden has formed a Society for their special 
benefit, which meets onceé a fortnight. 


I ask not for a poet's name, 

Or leaflets from the wreath of fame, 

I soar to reach no fabled height, 

To tell of things which ne’er had light, 

I come not with a lofty theme, 

A gaudy tale, or fancy’s dream, 

My only muse is studious thought, 

I speak but what experience taught, 

And all I crave is power to show 

W hat sorrows frow the goblet flow ; 

What pain, and grief, disease, and shame, 

Are hidden in its liquid flame ; 

What paliid cheeks, and bloodshot eyes, 

Aad orphan’s tears, and widow's sighs, 

What broken hearts, what waat and fear, 

Have found a lineal birth-place here. 
Within that cup there lurks a foe, 

A fiend who fills our land with woe, 

A traitor to the human race, 

Who only shows a rosy face, 

But hides beneath that treach'rous guise, 

The source where floods of sorrow rise ; 

And men for sake of paltry gain, 

Liavé listed in this demon’s train, 

And jie like spiders in their den, 

With webs to trap their fellow men. 


Yes, they who have the drunkard made, 
And still pursue the baneful trade, 
Who still the liquid fire display, 

And open sell in open day, 

Or hang their glaring lamp at night, 

To lure in victims by its light, 

Who strive by every artful wile, 

The gilded cup and marble pile, 

And board well spread with dainty fare, 
To charm the wary to their snare : 

Yes ; they like spiders lie and watch, 
And pounce upon each fly they catch. 

With each devise they weave a charm, 
Persuade the cup eontains no harm, 
*Tis but a julep, punch, or sling, 

A very pleasant harmless thing, 

But ye who lift the cup beware, 

An adder’s sting is hidden there, 
They surely know, and know it well, 
‘Tis liquid poison that they sell, 

*Tis ruin’s bane, *tis misery’s worm, 


Why call it by a milder term ’ 


It | 
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A rose is said to smell the same, 
If call’d by any other name, 

By this sane rule a poison will, 

Whatever call’d be poison, still. 


Tis that foul cup that wakes the sigh, 
And brings the tear to pity’s eye. 
And makes the arm of manhood weak, 
And fades the bloom oa bexuty’s cheek, 
It leaves a frown where friendship smiled, 
And makes a parent eurse his child ; 
It breaks the health, it racks with pain, 
It drives the reason from the bgain, 
Tis this that makes the rich man poor, 
Tis this that leads to misery’s duor, 
It makes a coward of the brave, 
The freeborn, makes a crouching slave, 
*Tis this makes men to ruin rush, 
And virtue yield without a blush, 
Tis this disturbs the peace with brawls, 


*T wasghis that fill’d these prison walls, 


*T was this that lit the w.idnight brand. 
"Twas this that raised the murderer’s hand, 
Men’s souls by this to hell are driven, 


With loss of peace, and loss of Heaven. 


Oh is it not enough to bear 
The ills to whi ‘h the flesh is heir, 
Without the aid of poisou’s breath, 

To strew our land with crime and death, 
Is there not power in huinan laws 
That punish crime, to stop this cause? 


Js there no power cun stay this flood, 


Now reeking with its victim’s blood ? 
Is there no help 5 can naught be done? | 
Or mast it still roll reeking on, 

While thousands trembiing on its brink, | 
And thousands yet unborn must sink, 


“ : 

Sink deep beneath perdition s wave, 
' 

Where nove can help, where none can gave. | 
| 


All ye who guard our land, or state, 
Who justice deal, or legislate, 


Oh tet your wisdom, and your laws, 


Directly aid the tem:p’rance cause, 


And ye who have a heart to feel 


An interest in the common weal, 





Join one and all, join heart and hand, 


Ti! rum is banished from our land. 


No other law will be obeyed, 
Whie alcohol by luw is made, 


And free-born men will wear a yoke, 


Till this polluting cup is broke. 
And ye who stretch the friendly hand, 
To raise the weak and bid him stand, 
| Whose hearts are warmed by pity’s glow, 


Who feel a pang for other's woe, 


Pursue your labor to the end, 
Be still their guide, be still their friend, 


The erri g heart, however rude, 


Will melt with love and gratitude. 


We, who now pace the prison cell, 
We who have drained the cugand fell, 
Oh is there nought for us to do, 

Yes, take the pledge, and keep it too, 


Look up and breathe an earnest prayer, 
Ard hope will bid us not despair. 
Bat cheer us with its warmest ray, 


And show a future brighter day, 





Speech of Wm. Hubbie, a Convict. 


Mr. Prestpent:—As we hold a meeting of our 
| Society this morning, in conjunction with some of | 
‘the services usual to the occasion which has called 
us together, I feel at liberty to leave to others the 

consideration of the subject before the Society, 
‘and eonfine my remarks to our Society as a Soci- 
| ety. 

The interests ef our association are so varied it 





| 
| 
| 


| atory. 
| morrow evening, after the labor of the day, and 


fling occurrences will drive it out of my mind. 
i od : ’ 
| This may be, but must not long continue so, The 


| reasons which cluster round every subject upon 
which man can bestow thought, and great facility 


can hardly be expected that present remarks will 
be characterised by that method and arrangement 
whichyother circumstances would reqnire. My 
remarks will be cursory and as practical as | can 
make them. The ostensible objects .of our_asso- 
ciation are ‘ Moral Improvement and Mutual, ° id.’ 
-[ think it will be conceded by all, that the re- 
sults contemplated depend almost entirely upon 
an improved character. 
firinly grounded in good principles, and more sta- 
ble in purposes of future action, than when we 
came here, we are more liable to yield to tempta- 
tio than we ever were before. It is a trite re- 
mark that there is no neutral grouad in moral ac- 
tion; that men are growing either better or worse. 
Suffering and privation do not necessarily beget 
either wisdom or prudence, consequently we must 
depend upon position, tangible improvement, as 





We megt for as noble an object as men ever met. 
To cosult experience, acquire useTaPRnowledge, 
| and devise ways and means of doing and beecom- 
This 


rings me to a question asked me sometime since, 


ing good. What course shall we pursue? 


offered by me at our anniversary meeting in July 
last, wished me to take some occasion to state 
what [considered the first step in mental discipline. | 
what | would advise him to do here, as my re- 
marks are intended for our Society alone. 

I shall take this occasion to answer this interrog- | 


I would advise my friend to sit down to- 


ask himself something like the following questions, 
What have [been thinking of the most to-day? 
How often have I thought of home and kindred? 
How often of the unfairness of my trial, the days 
and scenes thit are past, the hopes and prospects 
of the future? 
my fellows or the officers of the Institution? 


How often have [been angry with 
In 
short, what has occurred to-day by which | am to 
be benefitted? 
thoughts of the day, select some subject to think 
Take up the subject up- 


Having reviewed the acts and 


more about to-morrow, 
on the morrow and hold on to it. But he says I 


cannot confine my mind to a subject, the most tri- 


very effurt to confine your mind to some specific 
sulject willgive you strength and an increased con- 
trolling power over your thoughts. ‘Thus, you 
will imperceptably acquire a self-government, at 


which you will be surprised. ‘There are certain 


may be acquired in reasoning upon every subject 
God has giv- 
gov- 
ern his universe, to a great extent at least, and the 


reasons which govern actions, theughts, motives 


that comes under our observation, 
en man the power of tracing the laws which 


and events flew naturally into a well disciplined 
mind, giving it increasing power as well as happi- 
ness. We all admire noble sentiments, bold, vig- 
orous and clear reasoning in an author or speaker, 
and, Sir, we may all learn to originate noble and 
patriotic sentiments, and do our own thinking and 


reasoning. 


The Vice President read to us an article once, 
in which was the following seMtence, ‘ a thought 
a day, is three hundred and sixty-five thoughts a 
year.’ I would recommend carrying this thought 
into daily practice. ‘At the end oftwo years a 
man will have stored up seven hundred and thir- 
How many of us have read 


ty good thoughts, 





That unless we are men | 


the means of achieving the objects of this Society. | 


s . . . | 
A friend in commenting upen some suggestions | 
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books that did not contain this number .of good 
thoughts. How many days and months, have 
passed in which we did not treasure upone good 
thought. If we adopt this idea we may soon be- 
come rich in good and practiced) thoughts, as men 
lay up wealth. As experience is about as forei- 
ble an instruetor as any we have, 1 have given 
my friend my own in preference to precepts.— 
My friends may ask what shal! we think about 
fir-t,—your labor, my friends. ‘This is a subject 
wkich is usually tangible to us all here. But 
says my friend from the Blacksmith shop— I am 
/surrounded by dust anil smoke, compelled to 
listen to the clatter of the hammers, and the 
hoarse red breath of the forge; what thought is 
there in my labor? My friend, you are work- 
ing a material whieh has been known in history 
| five or six thousand years. Thousands of minds 
have been tasked to improve its manufacture. 
It is a teacher older than the Pyramids. Ge 
with me in imagination back to that primitive 
age, when some rude savage drew a mass of the 
raw material from the side of a voleanie moun- 
tain; behold him with a toil and care which knew 
no fatigue, forming a vessel of clay and piacing 
itovera heap of burning combustibles, he melts 
his ore and turning it off he beholds a new wea- 
pon ofthe chase or of war, and brandishes it 
aloft as the ne plus ultra of human improvement. 
He dies, but leaves a successor, who takes it up 





where he left it, and perhaps by accident discovers 
it is not only friable, but ductile, he too makes 
improvements, and thus we thall see whole gen- 
erations apprentices to the Blacksmith trade.— 
As civilization increased, the wants of society 
increase until we behold it introduced into war, 
agriculture, commnerce, and the arts. You cap 
thus trace it Gown to your own upraised hand by 
which it may receive a form it never had before. 
You will at least discover a law of progress in 
the human mind, which is carried on by a regu- 
lar series of logical causes and events. Ne 
thought in your labor? There is thought and as 
you become a blacksmith you may also become a 
draughtsinith, and I think I may venture the re- 
mark, that thought forged at the anvil or the work- 
bench, may be as practical and of as much intrin- 
sic worth, as if it had been eliminated in classic 
halls, or the indolent repose of the closet. Can 
we do anything to contribute to prison reform? 
I believe Sir, this society may be made a more 
powerful instrament in prison reform than all 
other influences combined, It is acknowledged 
by all, that the utmost discreticn does not pre- 
vail in awarding sentences. Thatin general, sen- 
tences are too long, that there are men here whe 
are receiving ne good from farther confinement. 
Let us show to criminal tribunals, and to society, 
that there are influences here in dur midst, more 
potent to reform than sanguinary laws, and there 
will be henceforth more discrimination in award- 
ing sentences, and more confidence towards us 
by community. ‘There are numerous encourag- 
ing evidences already. We can see former theories 
of punishment silently dropping out of use, and 
to particularize, | would mention what may be 
called the ‘ vindictive’ theory of punishment.— 
That feeling which sacrifiees the individual to 
the passions of the community, this is pretty we 
exploded. Another which may be designated as 
the ‘exemplary’ theory is not nearly so much 
insisted upon as formerly. It is being largely 
mixed with a ‘ reformatory’ theory involving the 
sacredness of the individual—and any punish- 
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ment, however exemplary or well deserved is 
deemed essentially defeetive, if it dees not pro- 
vide for the moral improvement of its sacrifice. 
Society begins to acknowledge that whatever 
rights the criminal may forfeit, he cannot forfei: 
the right tothe means of moral and spiritual im- 
provement. It seems less and less willing to des- 
pair of the amendment of those who have most 
deeply sinned against it, The same feeling 
begins to be feebly expressed in legislation.— 
We carthen do much towards the amelioration 
of our class. From what source did the temper- 
ance cause ever derive such an impetus, as 
from the drunkard himself? When he arose from 
the dregs of the highway and asserted his human- 
ity, and common uature, his common aspirations 
and destination, he was heeded, and so if we are 
true to ourselves, shall we be. 

When inquiries are instituted how we progress, 
what answer shall be given ? Shall it be said 
that we are more industrious, more thoughtful, 
better men? ‘This may be said if we will, and let 
me say, we will, Shall we weapon our arms 
with moral power, and go forth into society to 
mingle again in the busy cares of life, respected 
and esteemed by all whose respect and esteem 
are worth seeking? We may do it. ‘The sym” 
pathy of good men is becoming tangible and they 
hasten to do*us good. 

One word upon the occasion which has called 
us together, and but a word, as I find my thoughts 
wandering as the Hon. Henry Clay’s did, when 
he was trying to find a name for a favorite young 
horse. Hen. Martin Van Buren while President 
of the U. 8, when making a tour through the West 
and South came near to the residence of the Hon. 
Henry Clay, anil as the feelings engendered by 
public contests. and political feuds are never car- 
ried into private circles in that part of our coun- 
try, Mr. Clay at once called upon Mr. Van Bu- 
ren and invited him to bis house and hospitalities. 
He took great pleasure and care to show his distin- 
guished guest his farm, first his woods, then his 
pasture and his fine fields of grain. Finally he 
eame to his stable with his fine horses, of the best 
breed to be found. Itis much more common to 
name horses there than itis in New-England. 
Mr. Van Buren’s attention was called particularly 
to a fine young horse, when Mr, Clay said that he 
had not yet found a name that was altogether sat- 
isfictory. 1 am unable to fix upon a name, | find 
my thoughts wandering upon this subject. Several 
names have been suggested to me by friends, and 
(continues Mr. Clay,) among others, yours. It is 
well known to all, Mr. President that various 
epithets were bestowed upon Mr, Van Buren, such 
as the Fox of Kinderhook, Slippery Elm, &c. 
The name of Van Buren at first struek me very 
forcibly, and { was on the point of giving her that 
name, but after a little reflection { saw it would 
not do at all, for if I should he would be eternal- 
ly slipping his halter. 

Numerous events of the past year, call us to 
be grateful this morning. We have enjoyed an 
upparalleled degree of health, for which, how can 
we be too thankful? The law has prescribed 
certain rules and regulations to ‘govern us here ; 
hut they are a dead letter, they do not govern us, 
We are governed by the law of kindness, min- 

gled with Christian sympathy. For this, Sir, we 
ure thankful, and I will close by renewing the as- 
surance that although we are prisoners, aud life 
is almost a disease here, still we are prisoners of 
hope in better days and happier hours, aud we 
this morning raise our hearts, as we are portit- 
ted to our voices, in humble, but heartfelt ‘Ll |auks- 


giving. 








For the Prisoner’s Friend. 
Bosron, Nov. 24, 1°46. 
Ba. SPeaAR:— 

'To say that I feel a deep interest in the praise worthy | 
enterprise of human redetuption, in which you «re en- 
gaged, is no more than what must be said by eve-y one 
I do most heartily sym- 


who has any love for his race. 
‘. In 


pathise with you in the noble objects of your pur 
your efforts to produce a reform in the Prison dis «ijl 
and better the condition of that truly unfortunate c!a of 


individuals. the prisoners, and thus prevent crim. © ay 


you have the united labors of every soul possess! = hu- 
manity. This, however, is not my object at the sent 
time ; it is toexpress a hope, that in your earnest c:leav- 


ors to improve the condition of the prisoner you »..y not 
forget the importance of the subject of Capital |’ wrish- 
ment. For I verily believe that so long as this ric of 
Heathenism, raked up out of the rubbish of a ba:') .rous 


age, continues to be a law ef the land, so long v | the 
retaliatory spirit which it breathes forth contintc to in- 
feet the moral atmosphere with its poisonous bre it): and 


exert its baneful influence upon mankind; and, so ‘ong, 
shull we have need of stone walls, and bolts, anc bars, 








ISONER’S 





FRIEND. 








PR 
——— a ————— 
and fist-binding fetters. It seems tome that now is 
the time for vigorous efforts on our part—to awaken the 
pnblic mind to its importance before the next meeting of 
the State Legislature, so that when the wisdom of the 
Commonweéalgh is thus concentrated it may prove to be 
something like the wisdompf which St. James speaxs; 
not only * pure, peaceable and full of mercy and good 
fruits, bat without partiality, and without hypocrisy.’ 

The labors of those who moved in the cause last year 

were not lost; much was then accomplished—as much, | 
perhaps, as we could have reasonably expected, though 
not so much as we had hoped to aceomplish. By past 
success, then, Jet us be encouraged; and by the impor- 
tance of the subject, let us be aroused to activity, und 
labor with the most indefatigable zeal and peréeverance 
for the destruction of that man-invented, man-made and 
man-sustained instrument of murder, the gallows. I 
have just received the last namber of the Prisoner's 
Friend, in which | find an account of a spirited weeting 
in England, showing that the opposers of the death-pen- 
alty are earnestly engaged in the work there. And shall 
we, who so fondly Bodst ofthe superiority of our religious, 
civil, and literary institutions, permit the children of anoth- 
er country, across the Atlantic, to go before us in this 








benevolent enterprise? Let us not content ourselves with 
saying, ‘we have done all. we can do,’ and thus fold our 
aris and our’hands ih inactivity, tillour eurs are again sa- 
luted with the report of another legal murder; but let us 
labor anitedly, earnestly, perseveringly labor to take from 
the hands of the government the power of committing 
such a murder. And T would here suggest to the friends 
of the cause in every town throughout the State—for | 
presume the cause has friends inevery town—to hold 
ineetings in their respective towns, for the purpose of cal- 
ling attention to the subject, ‘aud have petitions for the 
abolition of the death-penalty presented for signatures, 
and if possible obtain the nume of every individual 


friendly to the movement in the Commonwealth, before 
the meeting of the Legislature so that they may be pre- | 


sented to this body, as soon as it shall come together. Such 
a prayer, eaming from so large a portion of tneir constit- 
vents will, | believe, be heard b> our Legislators; and I 
do not kirow as it is too mnch to say that it wilb.be an- 
swered by them, aud if answered by them, | have no 
doubt it will receive the sanction of the Executive. . Be 


that as it may, however, let us do our duty. I should be 


We are right glad to see the spirit of benevo- 
lence entering our prisons. We see no reason 
why our festal days should not be observed there 
as well as outside the walls. On looking over 
our exchanges, we are glad to find that Mr. Rob- 
inson’s plan was adopted in some other places. 
We cut the following from the Salem Advertiser: 

* We understand that the prisoners confined in the jail 
in this city, tendered a card of acknowledgements in 
due form to Capt. Day, the keeper, for supplying them 
with a sumptuous dinner on Thanksgiving day.’ 

Also the following from the New York Tri- 
bune: 

* This day was appropriately observed in the Female 
Department of the City prison. After the religious ex- 
ercises, the fewale prisoners, to the number of almost 
sixty, with a few friends, sat down to a most bountiful 
dinner. The table was spread with roast turkey, beef, 
mutton, &c., with plum puddings, pies, apples, raisins, 
coffee, &c. for dessert. No dinner party in the city en- 


were more thankful. After the dinner was over, a vote 
of thanks was passed by the prisoners, to the proprie- 
turs of the United States, City, Howard's, Franklin, 


keepers, and the friends who originated and assisted in 
the preparation. 

This affiir was got up, we understand, by two or 
three persons connected with the Prison Association, who 


are trying to improve the condition of prisoners, and we 


| have no doubt will be attended with some good etlect.’ 


Treatment of the Criminal. 


We propose in a few short essays to show the 
reasons why there should be more sympathy for 
the Criminal. We shall not stop to meet the 
common objection that we have no sympathy for 
the community geverally; for it is utterly without 
foundation. @ 

Few persons are disposed to plead for the 
who would visit the convict 


Criminal. ‘Those 


ure often disregarded by friends. ‘They are de- 





giad at this time particularly, to see the subject more ful- | 


ly discussed through the press. What if every argument 
pro and con bas becn presvated, the pros established and 
the cons refuted, let us, in accordance with $cripture 
requisition, have ‘line upon line and precept Upon pre- 
cept,’ until every mind shall koow the truth, and every 
heart shal] feel its power, and every will be directed to the 


accouiplishment of the results aimed at. It does seem to 


nominated fanatics, spurious philanthropists, §c. 
But the world may persecute and deride, it will 
afford good evidence that we are right. Who 
was ever faithful to humanity without meeting 
persecution and reproach ? His mission is to 
stand amid the storm, and say to the contending 
waves, * Peace, be still!’ As he moves on in his 
sublime course, he will hear a voice saying, ‘ be 


He 


of good cheer : I have overcoine the world.’ 


me we ouglit to reeeive a few more rays of light upon | will be reproached, derided, perhaps nailed to the 


this subject from some of the giguntic stars of the present | cross. 
age that are shining wich so much brilliancy in the lite-| fered all this before. 
rary and moral firmaments.who, notwithstanding their title | fate. 


wo royalty, have, I trast, some sympathy for republican ih- | 


stitutions. 


selves to this great subject. 
1 have merely thrown out these thoaghts brothers,:as | lectures, 


He must calmly meet his 
ltis asingufar fact that at this moment 
only two individuals are entirely devoting them- 
We mean by public 
and that ouly one paper is published in 


they have presented themselves to my mind forthe con- | the world, so far as we know, that is entirely de 
} « - 4 . “ s - 
sideration of yourreaders, with the hope that they will cal] | voted to the claims ofthe Criuiinal 


up the attention of seme, at least, to the subject who oth- 
erwise would remain indifferent to it. And, as L suid ia 
the commencement of this article, while | sympathise with | 
you in all your efforts for the good of the prisoner. | 
I hope that you, that I, and that every one else, opposed | 
to goverument murder, will never relax our efforts, until 
the lust gallows in the country shall have been razed, and 
every other instrument of public human slaughter, togeth- 
er with all the barbarous laws by which they are sus- | 


tained shall have been entirely annihilated. 
.Yours, for truth and humanity, 


y.W. C. 





IPLBUSOW ES IPR De 


"1 SHALL ASK FORTHE AROLITION OF THE PENALTY OF DEATH 
UNTIL | MAVE THE INFPALLISILITY OF HUMAN JUDGMENT DEMON+ 
STRATED TO ME.’—-Lafavette. , 


BOSTON: 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER9,1846. 


Thanksgiving Day in Prison. " 

In another part of our paper will be found the 
speech of one of the convicts at the Massachus- 
etts State Prison on Thanksgiving day. Our 
readers, We presume, are not aware that a soci- 
ety for mutual improvement was formed there 
this year and held its first anniversary on our 
National Independence. It was thought expe- 
dient to have another meeting on this New Eng- 
land Festival. Several of the conviets made able 
speeches. One composed and delivered an excel- 
lent poem. One composed a hymn, and his broth- 
er set it to music. We were present and had a 
very interesting time. ‘Too much praise cannot 
be awarded to the Warden, (Hon. Frederic Rob- 
insop,) for the benevolent spirit which he is con- 
stantly manifesting towards the inmates of this 
institution, We understand the society which 
he has. formed among the. prisoners is to meet 
once in two weeks for mutual improvement, 

















In our next, we shall show another reason why 


| the claims of the Criminal should be presented. 


—c. 8. 


Price of the Prisoner's Friend. 

We have proposed, on the commencement of 
our next volume in January, to ENLARGE our pa- 
per and tnerease its price, and also give some 
This 


will be asking our subscribers to pay one cent a 


friends a chance to assist us by advertising. 


week more to the enterprise, while we shall give 
them a much better paper, 
with approbation, 


So tar the plan meets 
We shall as the present vol- 
ume draws to a close, with the current year, pre- 
sent our plans fully. ‘The probability is that we 
shall make the paper more general ; thus making 


it more of a Family Paper.—c. s. 


Trial for Murder in Maine. 





| 


hanging Lamp, for our office, 


/and the Lamp is yet to come. 





Ned cannot be executed until after the expiration 
of a year from the sentence, and pot then unless 
by direction of the Executive. This change in 
the law was made in 1837, and several convictions 
for murder in the first degree have been had since, 
but there has not been one capital punishment. 
Indeed, it ix not probable that any Executive would, 
in the pres»nt state of the public mind upon the 
subject, order an execution unless compelled by 
extraordina y cireumstances. Had this been fully 
understood .y the Jury, it is probable their verdict 
would have heen different. 





A New Cvock.—We said sometin.e since that 
we needed a Clock, a Glase-case, a Desk, and a 
A Female friend 
sent usa few weeks ago a Desk; another friend 
who keeps in Blackstone-street, (Mr. Farns- 
worth,) has sent us a fine clock. ‘The Glass-case 
We thank our 


joyed themselves better than did this, and perhaps few | friend for his gift and we trust as his cloek counts 


the hours we shall be reminded of his kindness, 


| 


Western, and Lovejoy’s tHotels, for the, liberal supply | 
of provisions ; and «lso to the Matron of the Prison, the | 


and of our duty to the great cause to which we 
are devoted. 


Dentistry— Pulling Teeth without Pain.—We 
would remind our friends that Dr, Dudley, No. 
1, Central Court, has discovered the method of 
removing teeth without pain. Who would have 
the tooth-ache when such a wonderful discovery 
isat hand? Dr. Dudley also fas an electrical 
machine, and has been successful in the removal 
of disease by the application of electricity. 


Meetiug on Gambling, 
Two meetings for the suppression of gambling 
were held here last week. ‘Ihe first was not well 


known. The principal speaker was a reformed 


gambler. He related many melancholy facts: 
among them that one gambling house took 
$150 on Thanksgiving day! He showed that 


gambling was on the increase, and that it must be 
that some clerks obtaifed money in a dishonest 
way, in order to meet the demands of this terri- 
ble vice. 
Miss ‘ownsend, and by the writer. ‘The second 
Milk st., where 


‘The meeting was also addressed by 


was held in the Saloon, No. 9, 


| the Rev. Mr, Clayton oificiates to an Advent So- 


| 


But the Great Reformer of Nazareth suf- | 


ciety. We believe such meetings well calculated 


to do good.—c. s. 


Boxing—Dr. Thayer's Gymnasium, Boylston 
Hall,— This is the best institution of the kind, 
probably, in the whole country. We have been 
perinitted to exereise here at such leisure moments 
as are sometimes allotted to us. Among other 
We 


occasionally tried this of late, and really found a 


modes of exercise is that of boxing. have 


benefit. Our friend, Alexander, whe takes care 
of matters and things there, and who, by the way, 
is just about one of the most accommodating young 
men we have met with, has been giving us a few 
What 


our non-resistant friends will say we eannot very 


lessons. We have found great beuetit. 


| welldivine, But our friend Alexander, we are 


assured will only play with those who merely wish 


the exercise. He understands the art admirably 
Several gentlemen of sedentary habits, have been 
taking lessons of him, and we would advise our 
friends to try this mode of exercise, as it is by far 
the best we have ever met with. Gloves for the 
The terms are moderate. 

Why should amart so 


strengthening and invigorating be neglected? We 


purpose are provided. 


for our friend must live. 


suppose one reason is, that few persons understan«| 


its modus operandi. Let the weak and the feeble 


| try a few times, and we believe more good will re- 


A correspondent of the Boston Courier, writing | 


from Penobscot County, Me., under date of Noy. 
6th, says, the trial of Ezra Canney, which bas oc- 
cupied the Court since Tuesday morning was 
closed. The respondent was indicted for the mur- 


der of Mrs. Sarah Emerson, an old lady, in her 


house in Essex-street, in a remote part of this city, 


last summer. Ityas an aggravated case, and the | 


testimony, though circumstantial, was conclusive 
against the prisoner, The jury returned a verdict 
of ‘guilty of murder in the second degree.’ The 
verdict was without warrant, and excited conside- 
rable surprise. If the prisoner was guilty, he was 
guilty of murder in the first degree, for there was 
not a palliating circumstance ip its favor; if he 
was not guilty of this, he should have been acquit- 
ted. The only reason for the verdict was, that it 
saves the neck of the prisoner, and consigns him 
tothe State Prison for life—a proof of the increas- 
ing feeling against capital punishment. This is 
virtually abolished in this State, for the condem- 


sult than from ail the patent medicines in the 
world.—c. 8s, 


A Great Curtosity. Mr. Gregor has arrived 
within a week past in this city, and has been at 
the Marlboro Chapel. 
an eagle’s claw, and his left a lobster’s. 
good penman, and can feed and undress himself. 
He is said to be the wonder and admiration of the 


His right hand represents 
He is 2 


| Medical and Scientific men of Europe and the 


| 
} 
' 


United States. Go and see him.—c. s. 


Our thanks are due to the editorsof the Reli- 








‘gious Instructor and the Anti-Slavery Standard 
| for kindly and prominently inserting the advertise- 


} 
\ 
{ 
| 


| 





ment of our Paper and our Book Store. We 


| hope to show by our works, our gratitude to them 


and other editors who have kindly noticed our la- 
bors. 

This week the Non-Resistance society held its 
annual meeting, and a good spirit was manifest 
The time, we hope, is not far distant when these 
principles shall be recognized more fully by the 
great mass of the people. 
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Canrox.—Two Sabbaths ago last, we spoke 
again in this town, Rev. Mr, Huntoon kiindly 
allowed us to come into his Church and speak at 
the regular service in the afternoon, ‘This is the 
fifth Unitarian Church that has been opened for 
us in this way. We know of some more where 
we expect the same favors will be granted, On 
last Sabbath we delivered our testimony in the 
Church of the Rev. Mr, Wilson, in Grafton, 
We would suggest to those ministers who are 
favorable, to appoint a meeting also, in the Town 
House or some public place, for the evening.— 
This gives an opportunity for other congrega- 
tions to attend, and also for other persons to 
speak a word on the suhject.—c, s, 








JOUN WRIGHT'S CLOTHING ESTABLISHMENT. 
56 UNION-STREET. 

We would call the attention of our friends to the 
clothing store of Mr, Wright. Our friend keeps 
a first rate assortment of new and second-hand 
clothing. Having had lately to purchase in out- 
side garment we made one call before we went to 
him, and after having priced several things we 
found him to be veasonable. Friend Wright’s as- 
sortient is good, comprising every variety kept 
in a store of this kind, Will our friends give bim 


acall. Remember the number, 56 Union-street. 





ComMuTaTIoN oF Sentence.—His Excellency, 
the Governor, has commuted the punishment of 
Abraham, slave of Alex, Robertson, Esq., who 
was to have been executed on Friday next, for 
stabbing a white man. ‘I'he Governor has deci- 
ded that in place of death, he shall sutier solitary 
confinement for three months, receive one hun- 


dred lashes, and be sent out of the State. —Charles- 


ton News. 





Arrival of the Steamship Caledonia, 
The Caledonia, from Liverpool, Nov. 19th, arrived at this 
port on the 5th inst. Wereceived several valuable pub- 
licatious which contain important articles relative to our 


eausc. Ourthanks are due to our transatlantic frieads for 


their kindness. 
LL OL LO 





VARIETY. 


Tus opp Extor Biste.—A tea-party was held in 
Natick, Wedneseday evening, to procure funds with 
which to purchase the old Eliot Bible, translated mto 
the Indian dialect. The only surviving Indian of the 
tribe at Natick was present. 

The crop of Indian corn in the West, for 1946, wil 
than 500,000‘000 of bushels. The crop of 
140,000,000 of bushels, 


would produce equal to 28,000,000 barrels of flour. 


be more 


will exceed which 


wheat 


A bookseller in John-street, advertises for sale ‘ six 
hundred volumes of the wost famous sermons in our 
language, any one of which is sufficient to establish a 
first rale reputation for a young clergyman.’ These 
sermons will be speedily disposed of.—Sunday Dis- 
patch. 

He deserves to jose his own property who covets that 
of another. 

Necessity isa tyrant who is said to have no law; and 
a wise wan will avoid becoming his subject. 

Study is as necessary to the mind, as food is to the 
body. 

The heart of the wise téacheth his mouth, and addeth 
learning to his lips. 

Pleasent words are as an honey-comb, sweet to the 


sou}, and health to the bones. 





EDITOR’S TABLE, 

Rerort of tHe Commirres oN THE Expept- 
ENCY OF PROVIDING BETTER TENEMENTS FOR 
THE POOR. 

We are heurtily glad to see this valuable Re- 
port. The subject upon which it treats is begin- 
ing toarrest the attention of the humane portion 
of the inhabitants of our large cities. Those who 
desire to investigate this important subject, will 
find in this pamphlet of thirty-six pages, a mass 
of facts which will greatly aid them in coming to 
right conclusions in relation to it. We hope it 
will be extensively circulated. While looking 
for the prisoner, we are not unmindful of the fact 
that poverty is one great cause of crime. Make 
the people happy, says the Warden of the Mass. 
State Prison, and you will make them good.— 
One way to make them happy is to provide them 
with comfortable dwellings at reasonable prices. 





MARRIED, 


In Grafton, Nov. 26, by Rev. Mr. Richards, Mr. 8: 
Collins Winslow to Miss Nancy M. Flagg, beth of Graf- 
ton. 


DIED, 
In this city, Nov. 27, Mr. George F. Mumler, a paint- 


er, aged 47. 


form mast remember that the anniversary of the 














THIRTEENTH NATIONAL ANTI-SLAVERY BA- TRANSIENT BOARDING. 
ZA 


AR. Persons often visit Boston to spend a few days who do 
not like to go to a Tavern. Especially is this true of 
Ladies, Should such be disposed to call at my house, 
No. 30 London Street, [can accommodate them. My 
house is in the South part of the city, within ten minutes 
waik of the Old-Colony, Worcester, P.oyidence, and 
New-Bedford Depots, J. M. SPEAR. 


SCHOOL BOOKS. 

For sale at the office of the Prisoner’s Friend, 
a general assortment of School Books, including 
Geographies, Arithmetics, Grammars, works on 
Chemistry, Natural Philosophy, Astronomy, Al- 
gebra, Mathematics, Latin and Greek Grammars, 
Readers, Lexicons, and other standard text books 
used in Academies, Colleges, &c. Please give us 
a call. 


FANEUIL-HALL, will open, Dec. 22d. Those who 
wish to help the Cause, to see beautiful and rare articles 
of every description from all parts of the world, and to 
purchase Christmas and New-Year’s presents, no where 
else to be obtained, should not fail to attend. 

jC Friends of the Cause are informed that contribu- 
tions of evergreens for the decoration of the liall, per- 
sonal aid in putting them up on the Saturday and Mon- 
day preceding the 22d., supplies of all kinds for the re- 
freshment table, linen, bleached cotton to cover the tables, 
materials to be wrought up, and money for the payment 
of unavoidable expenses and the publication of the Lib- 
erty Bell, are all modes of assistance by which the pur- 
poses of the Bazaar may be effectually promoted. 


MARIA W. CHAPMAN, for the 
Committee of Thirty-Two. 








Te 


STANDING NOTICE. 


1} We occasionally send a number of the * Prison- 
er’s Kriend’ to persons who have not subscribed for the 
sime; and we do so, that they may have the opportani- 
ty of seeing what the paper is, and in the hope that some 
of them will be induced to take it. 








A Request. Officers of State, Inspectors or War- 
dens of Penitentiaries, Keepers of Jails, Superintendants 
of Insane Asylums, Police Magistrates, and others who 
muy have documents relating to prison discipline, insan- 
ity, pauperism &c., will confer a great favor. on us by 
forwarding copies of their respective publications. All 
such favors will be gratefully acknowledged and cheerful- 





. T J . 
REFUGE OF VIOLENCE. 
‘FOR HE HATH LOOKED DOWN FROM THE HRIGHT OF HI8 SANC* 

eae oe we ee ee — - TUARY; sheep pra ating DID THE LORD BEHOLD THE EARTH, TO 
ANNIVERSARY OF MASSACHUSETT’S SOCIETY | The \erormren to peathe Bible, ee NOME TMAE 
FOR PHE ABOLITION OF CAPITAL PUNISH- ‘ 
MENT. 
The friends of the Anti-Capital Punishment Re- 





ly reciprocated, 








above Society will take place on the fourteenth of 
January next. An Oration will be delivered. The 
place of meeting is not yet known. It is expected 
that there will be a very interesting time. We | 
hope to have a meeting that will influence the | 
coming session of our Legislature to abolish entire- | 
ly the death-penalty. The meeting will be held 


probably, for one day and evening. 








oo en 2 


Donations in Aid of the Prisoner’s Friend. 


Prof. T. C. Upham, Brunswick, 
Stephen Fernald, Danvers, 
Mrs. Jonathan Buxton, se 
Mrs. Daniel Buxton, 
Alfred Taylor, 

Mrs. J. Whitney, 


ce 


ce 


“es 
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Sewell Morse, Brattleboro’, Vt. 00 | 
B. Charchill, Salem, 00 | 
Sarah Stearns, Springfield. 0 50 | 
Ichabod Morton, Plymouth 1 00 , _ 7 
ee atti, KP , VERMONT! Evcene Currrorp, for the 
David Gregg, Dedham, 2 00 ? - ‘ . 44 > 
Mrs. C. Cuinmings, Charitos, 0 25 | murder of his wife and child ; time of execution 
7 any day. 
$19 25| MAINE! Tuomas Tuorn, for murder; now 
Amount previously acknowledged, 23 00 | confined at hard labor in the State Prison: timeof 
execution any day. 
12:4 -aeoer vane) * 
NEW-YORK! Titvert, for the murder of 
Time of execution 


$500 00 | John Covert at Whitehall. 
42 25 not known. 

| Whrrtram Freeman, for the murder of the 

$457 75 Van Nest family, near Auburn. 


Sum proposed to raise, 
Deduct amount, 





Balance to be raised, 





VIRGINIA! Hunrer Hitt, for the murder of 
Respited till 7th of 





Major Smith, at Norfolk. 

February, 1847, 
ARKANSAS! Martin, for the murder of his 

sister-in-law; time of execution unknown. 


Nos. 42 and 46 wanted at the office of the Friend. | ILLINOIS! Avoxzo Penxinoton, for the 
Persons having those numbers who do not intend | murder of Simon Davis. ‘Time of execution not 
fixed, 
| MARYLAND! Ww». Wueever, a slave, for 
engaging in an insurrection; time of execution 
unknown. 

JosepH ALEXANDER, at Baltimore. 
execution 2d Fridry in February. 

Bripcer Harman, at Philadelphia. 
execution not known. 

Cuartes Mosver, at Philadelphia. Time of 
execution not known. 


GEORGIA! Crarxk Warson, a slave, for 
burglary. ‘Time of execution not known. 
THREB persons to be hung Nov. 28th. 


SOUTH CAROLINA! Wirxiam A. Pow- 
| ELL, convieted of Kidnapping a colored boy, and 
| selling him as a slave in Florida. ‘To be execut- 
ed at Darlington on the first Friday in January, 
1846. 


WISCONSIN ! Davin Bowrnam has been sen- 
’ tenced to death for the ler of He > 
Blank Books Ruled and Bound of any Pattern, equal | ‘Time of > pec a not coms d nether ay Savas: 


to any thing done in the city. 

B. F. TILDEN & H. A. GANE. a = a= a m= a 
: omaS_ |BOOKS ON CAPITAL PUNISH- 
MENT, &c. 


J. H. Harter of Clinton, N. Y., is informed that 
his account is balanced to January 1847. ‘The 





10 ets was discount on the bill he sent. 


———— a tree 





to bind them are requested to send them in. 





FARWELL & CO. 


Book, Plain and Fancy 

JOB PRINTERS, 
32 Congress Street, Boston, 
Their facilities are such as to enable them t» do all 
kinds of PRINTING, cheaper than it can be done at | 
any other Establishment in Boston. 
Remember the number. J. E. FARWELL, 
A.G. TREADWELL. | 
ly49 


J. E. 


Time of 


Time of 





Dec. 9, 1846. 


TI L DEN & G AN E, 
BOOK-BINDERS, 
(Over B. B. Musseys’s Book-store) 

NO. 31, CORNHILL, Boston, 


PARTICULAR ATTENTION PAID TO BINDING OLD 
BOOKS, MUSIC, PAMPHLETS, &c, 








Dec. 2, 1846. 





Teeta Exrractepo Witunour Pain. 


R. MANLEY, Dentist, No. 298 Washington st., i AVING opened an office (40 Cornhill) we can now 
a few doors South of Summer ct., Extracts teeth, | meet the wants of our friends in regard to works 
and performs all other Dental! Surgical operations | °" Capital Punishment. We have a few pamph- 
without producing pain. In order to do this, the pa- lets and larger works for sale, some of which are from 
tientis required to inhale no Gas, the unpleasant ef- | England. Should the friends of the cause extend to us 


fects of which are sometimes experienced for several | #"e little encouragement in this way, we could afford te 








days ; but simply to inspire the Oder of a Chemical | Pit a variety of tracts The following is a list : 
compound, invented and prepared by Dr. Dudley, which Essays on Capital Punishment. By Charles 
creates a Very pleasant sensation and leaves the system Spear, 0 62 
animpared. That the poor as well as the rich, may Irremediability of Capital Punishment, oo 
avail themselves of the benefits of the discovery, they | ‘Thoughts on the Death Penalty. By Charles C. 
will be required to pay only half the usual price. Burleigh, 0 25 
Dec, 2, 1846, 3m48 A Report on the Punishment of Death, made to 
dine. the Legislature. of the State of New-York. 
NOTICE. By John L. O'Sullivan, 1841, 0 75 
' Three Discourses on Capital Punishment. By 
The subscriber would be glad to accommodate a man E. H, Chapin, 1843 0 12 
and wife with two or three rooms, or accommodate two} Punishment of Death prov ed to be unlawful, 
gentlemen with board. CHARLES SPEAR, in a letter to the Marquis of Northampton. 
24 London-Street. by John Pell. London. 1845, 0 6 





Cannibalism, the erime 


corner stone of the ‘ x ie 
&e, ¢ CA. i) i 0°04 
Letters on the Death-Penalty, add to ve 


Excellency Gov. Briggs, and the Members: 

the Massachusetts Legislature = | 0 06 

Reform of the Criminal, by 0, W. Bacon ; 7 9 06 
JUST RECEIVED FROM ENGLAND, 


The writings of J: Sydney Taylor, 1 vol. royal oc- 


tavo, 
Of which work an English thus speaks : — 
‘A volume containi ections from the writings of 
this eminent man, of w the venerable Clarkson has 
observed, that he ‘ ought to be placed among the most 
valuable benefactors of mankind,’ has been brought out 
nnder the superintendence of a committee. It is at 


once interesti instructive, edifying ; there is scarce! 
a branch of fieetiaare which is ie plens ly illustrated! 
by the powerful pen of this writer, His 
patriotic zeal for liberty—his strenuous and successfal 
opposition to the frequent punishment of death— his 
siraggles against the slave-trade—and his humane and 
noble defence of unfortunate convicts, who had no means 
of enforcing their appeal of ‘ Not guilty,’ are all evinced 
in these pages,” 
Capital Punishments unsanctioned by the Gospel. 
By Henry Christmas, M. A., F. R. 8., F. 8. 
A., St. Johns College, Cambridge, 0 06 
In addition to those on Capital Punishment, &e., 
the following, among other works are for sule at the 
oflice of the Prisoner’s Friend, 
it The following may be sent by mail:— 
Letters on Clairvovance, by the celebrated Jackaon 
Davis, 
Theodore Parker’s Sermon on War, per doz. 62c. 
single, 0 
Facts and Important Information for Young Men, © 12 
Do. do. for Young Wo- 


men, 








Slaveholding and the Slavehclder’s Religign, 0 12 
Christian Non-Resistance By Adin Ballou, 0 37 
A New System ot Penmanship, 0 25 
Do. do. 0 42 
Beauties of Penmanship, 0 76 
Water Cure for Debilitated Young Men, 0 20 
Phonographic Class Beok, 0 37 
Reading Lessons in do. 0 25 
Dymond on War, © 15 
Reign of Peace, 0 lo 
Furness’s Sermon at the Installation of Rev J T 
Sargeant, 0 20 
Clarke’s Sermon on the Principles and the Cha- 
racter of the Disciples, 017 
Channing on Slavery, 0 25 
Green’s Exposure of Gambling, © 37 
Do. Gambler’s Mirror, 0 17 
Philosophy of the Water Cure, 0 25 
Hand-book of Hydropathy, 0 37 

| Facts in Hydropathy, 0 18 

| Last Report of the New-York Prison Association, 0 25 

Elements of Animal Magnetism, 0 10 

Power of Kindness, 0 12 

Liberty Cap, 010 

owler on ‘Temperance, 0 06 
Do. on Matrimony, 0 25 
Do. on Tight Lacing, 0 06 
Do. on Memory and Intellectual Improvement, 0 50 

| Narrative of Frederick Douglass, 0 25 

Synopsis of Phre $ ® 12 

Pictorial Alphabet, and other Works for children, © 12 

Advice to the Married and Single, 0 12 

Prisoner’s Lament, by E. W. Locke. (Set te Mu- 

sic,) 0 

Spooner on Poverty. 0 

Suggestions to Lovers and the Married, 0 25 

Engravings of W. L. Garrison, Aby K. Fos- 

ter, Duniel O'Connell, Father Mathew, 
&e., 050 012 0 87 

Phrenological Guide, 9 12 

Do. Almanack, 6 06 

Parker's Sermion in regard to Criminals, Poor Chil- 

dren, Rum Sellers, &c., per doz. 62e., sing. 0 06 
JUST PUBLISHED, 

Fountain Minstrel, @ 12 

Opinions of Luther, Calvin and Malancthon on the 

Sabbath, 0 12 
it_7 The following way also be sent by mail by re 

moving the covers. 

‘Titles of Jesus. By Charles Spear. 16th edition. $1 00 

History of Women, by Mrs. Child, 1 60 

Biography of Good W ives, 0 63 

Causes of the Decline of Manhood, 0 45 

A Condensed and Popular View of the Eyi- - 

dences of Christianity, 0 62 

Foster’s Book-Keeping, 1 or 

House I Live in, by Dr. Alcott, 0 59 

Young Husband, - 0 75 

Young Wife, Ly 0 75 

Young Mother, * 0 75 

Grahdin’s Letters to Young Men on Chastity, 0 50 

Life of Faith, by Prof, 8. C. Upham, I 00 

Interior Life, by do. 1 00 

Practice of Holiness, by do. 0 37 

Mackintosh’s Electrical Theory, 1 00 

Combe’s Physiology, 0 75 

Do. Phrenology, ® 50 
Do. en the Constitution of Man, @ 50 
Do. on Diet, @ 50 
Do. on the Management of Children, 0 50 
Memoir of Howard. 0 50 
Memoir of Charles 'T’. Torrey, price 1 00 
Do. of Wilberforce, © 25 
Do. of Jonathan Walker, 0 37 

Upham’s Manual of Peace, 0 31 

Fowler’s Phrenology, 1 00 

Fowler on the Church and Religion, 0 50 

Acts of the Elders. @ 59 

Consumption Prevented, 0 37 

Sweethearts and Wives, by T. 8. Arthur, @ 37 

Lovers and Husbands, as ® 37 

JUST RECEIVED, 

An important work on the authority of the Eerip- 
tures. by Joun Prince, being a course of Lec- 
tures in elucidation of the origin of the several 
works composing our present Bible, 1 00 

Vegetable Diet, by Dr. Alcott, 0,75 

Dr. Sweetser, on Dyspepsia and Digestion, 1 00 

Mother’s Medical Guide, by Dr. Alcott, 0 62 

Voice of Solomon, *e se 0 40 

Young Housekeeper, “s ss 0 75 

Young Men’s Guide, “6 “s 0 75 

Young Women’s Guide, * # 10 75 
Also, a general assortment of Seheol Books of most 

kinds in use. 
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_ POETRY. SELECTIONS. 
— a ae a A Holiday in the Tombs. : 


A CALL 'TO THANKSGIVING. 
ADDRESSED TO NEW-ENGLANDERS. 
Come home to Thanksgiving | dear children, come home! 
[Bast, 
From the North and the South, from the West and the 
Where’er ye are resting, wherever ye roam, 
Come hack te this sacred and annual feast. 
What though the wild wind of November doth roar, 
Like a trampet-blast, loud o’er the country so drear, 
And the cold rain of Autumn unceasingly pour, 
In this cloudiest, gloomiest month of the year; 


We heed not, nor hear it with fires burning bright 
On the ample old hearths where ye sported of yore, 

Ye will know the glad faces revealed by their light, 
And fond hearts will welcome you e’en at the door. 


Your Father is here, and your Mother, whose love, 
Though homely and plain, is more precious than gold; 
And your shy little sister, with eyes like a dove, 
And your brother so tall and so sturdy and bold. 


And when you shal! miss from our circle, a face 
Which for many a year was like light to our view. 
Do not mourn for the aged ! for oh ! in her place 
A glorified angel is waiting for you. 
Come home tea Thanksgiving ! we pray you come hoine, 
From the No-th and the South, from the West and the 
Where’er ye are resting, wherever ye roam, (East, 
Come back to our sacred and annual feast. 
Our ripe fruits are gathered, our corn in the barn, 
All ready for ‘ huskings,’ and brisk ‘ apple-bees,” 
And Mary is knitting her snowiest yarn 
Into mittens, for fear that your fingers should freeze. 


The chesnuts, alas! are al] gone from the lea, 
But our walnuts and butternuts always are fine ; 
They were carefully culled from each favorite tree; 
And our cider (speak softly) is sparkling as wine. 


The turkies, entirely resigned to their fate, 
Stalk quietly around, with a gobble or so— 
And the chickens their doomsday in silence await, 
Asking nothing but plenty to eat, e’re they go! 
Oar pumpkins are golden, as golden can be, 
All ready to melt into delicate pie, 
With a tempting crust, white as the foam of the sea, 
_And light as the snowy flake wandering by. 
Come home to thanksgiving! But oh, if you come, 
_ Bring back the warm heart of your earlier youth; 
Let it shed its old light on the altar of home, 
Untainted in feeling—undinimed in its truth! 
Gast away from your soul all the dross of the world, 
~ And worship with us, as you did when child, 
la our solemn old church, with your golden locks curled, 
And your roguish ey.s glancing demurely and mild. 


Let us thank God together, for home and for health— 
For the friends He hath left us and those that are gone, 
For His fartherly bounty im giving us wealth, 
Or His merciful justice when wealth is withdrawn. 
And oh, let us pray, that when life shall be o'er, 
And the last earthly rites unto us have been given, 
We may meet those we love on Eternity’s shore, 
and keep a more joyful Thanksgiving in Heaven! 
November, 1846, NELL. 








LOOK ALOFT. 


Men of noble souls, whose vision 
Piercest through the Future’s curtain, — 
Ye who scorn the world’s derision— 
Ye whose trust hath still been certain: 
Look aloft! your hope is sunward— 
Look abroad! your course is onward! 


Lo! now comes your toil’s fruition— 
Mark ye well the blest indices— 
Labors now the pregnant crisis— 

Time fulfils its glorious wission: 

Look aloft! your hope is sunward— 
Look abroad! your course is onward! 


In the old European nations, 
Throbs with joy each freeman’s bosom: 
Ye who waite: jong with patience, 
Now behold your hopes in blossom:— 
Look aloft! your hope is snnward— 
Look abroad! your course is onward! 


In each ol Sclavonic forest— 
In each fair Italian valley— 
Bide the time when ye may rally, 
Ye who long have suffered sorest:— 
Look aloft! your hope is sunward— 
Look abroad! your course is onward! 


Polander and iron German— 
Serfs of Austria and Hungarin— 
Slaves of knout, ukase, or firman— 
Trodden Jew and outcast Pariah— 
Look aloft! your hope is sunward— 
{ ook abroad! your course is onward. 


Green Hibernia! crush’d Algeria— 
Who thy Gallic foes hast baffled:— 
Patriots on the rack and scaffold— 

Slaves, of India and Biberia; 

Look aloft! your hope is sunward— 
Look abroad! your course is onward! 


Patriots! scattered o'er creation— 
Souls of thought, and hearts of daring,— 
Be ye now no more despairing; 
Soon shall end your long probation:— 
Look aloft! your hope is sunward— 
Look abroad! your course is onward! 


Yesterday there was a hanging. A poor 
wretch had been sentenced to a semi-public exe- 
cution by strangling in the yard of the City 
Prison, and all the star police burnished their 
brass badges, and assembled in great numbers in 
the long galleries of the Tombs, with poles in 
their hands and importance in their looks ; the 
Sheriff and his deputies were there, also, with 
their lang poles tipped with brass,—the precise 
use of these wooden instruments, which have no 
more point than the illustrations in Yankee Doo- 
\dle,no man knows, and their meaning no man 
lean fathom ; there was a great crowd of promis- 
cuous ragmuffins of both sexes and all colors 
on the outside of the prison walls, looking wish- 
fully at the Egyptian ornaments on the facade and 
trying to penetrate the heavy blocks of granite 
with their eyes ; there were reporters from the 
daily papers, with pencils in their hands and pity 
in their looks ; there were, besides, a great num- 
ber of amateurs and connoisseurs, with segars in 
their mouths, who had come to look on ata 
cheap entertainment ; and then there were the 
turkeys and officials of the prison, deriving new 
importance from the greatness of the occasion, 
like the check-takers at Old Dreary, when that 
dismal house has an attractive bill. We looked 
| round among the crowd, expecting to see those 
twin supporters of the gallows, Doctor Lewis 
and Doctor Cheever, but could not discover them; 
they might have been engaged in searching the 
Scriptures for texts in advocacy of murder by the 
rope and the sword. 

A little after one o’clock there was a stir among 
the crowd, the door of the prison opened, and out 
marched a company of sheriffs officers with 
poles in their hands ; then came the sheriff and 
his deputy, wearing immense cocked hats, and 
| between them walked the human being who was 
|to be hung. He was a strong hearty black man, 
| with a neck like a bull, and a good-natured coun- 





and even seemed cheerful ; there was a small 
cord round his throat, and a white cotton hood on 
his head ; he wore a jacket and trowsers of the 
same material, with a narrow strip of black bind- 
ing. ‘Two clergymen of the Baptist persuasion 
accompanied him. As the procession turned iv- 
|to the narrow gallery, where the cross beam had 
been erected, the spectators rushed ia and com- 
pletely blocked up the passage, and it was only 
by a good deal of pushing and shoving and bawl- 
ing, that the poor wretch was conducted to the 
spot from which he was to pas, into another 
world. Inafew minutes more the horrid deed 
was done, and the crowd rushed from the unclean 
place, gasping for fresh air. 

It was a foul disgusting sight, a disgrace to the 
intelligence and humanity of the age and the 
people that permitted it. 
nity, no decency, no profit, no good. 
simply a deed of revolting, soul-sickening bar- 
barity, against which religion and philosophy ery 


There was no solem- 
It was 


aloud. Itisa remnant of an ignorant, bloody 
and superstitious age, which remains like a foul 
But what shall 


be said in extenuation of the cruel nature of men 


blot on our boasted refinement. 


whose presumptive piety and learning have gain- 
ed them the title of doctor, who pervert the bless- 
ed religion of Christ into an approval of such a 
murderous deed as this?) Nothing need be said 
of them but to state the fact. 

There was a paper stuck up on the prison walls 
soliciting donations to aid in paying the burial ex- 
penses of the condemned. ‘This struck us as 
very singular, that when a man’s life had been 
taken to satisfy publie justice, that his body should 











feng upon private charity for a burial. 
\ 


e intended to improve this occasion by a 


short sermon on the impolicy and inhumanity of 
hanging, but the subject is too revolting for our 
columns, which shall be devoted to more cheer- 
ful themes. With those who cannot feel the evil, 
argument would be idle. 





The instinets of hu- 
|manity, and not the cunning of sophists, must be 
‘appealed to in a case like this.—New York Mir- 
jror, Nov. 20th. 

| 


From the Freeman. 


} 

| Letter from New York, 
Novemser 23, 1846. 
For the first time in my life, during the past 
week I have witnessed a hanging! I was influ- 
enced by no morbid curiosity to witness the suf- 
ferings of the poor culprit; it was my desire, 
, rather, to study the effects of the infernal scene 
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upon those who regard the gallows with favor as 
a divine institution, and particularly to test the 
effect on my own mind of the mingling of relig- 
ious exercises with a deed of cruelty and death. 
How shall I deseribe what I saw and felt? Alas! 
no pen, however gifted, could do justice to the 
horrid scene. It is now a greater mystery to 
tne than ever, how men whose souls have not 
been completely petrified and hardened by deeds 
of cruelty, can deliberately deprive a fellow-be- 
ing of that life which God aione can give. 

The victim in this case was a colored man, 
named Charles Thomas. He had murdered a 
man of his own color, in a fit of drunkenness and 
jealousy. When not nnder the influence of liquor, 
he was a peaceable, inoffensive man. I am sure 
that a white man in the same circumstances would 
have been convicted of nothing worse than man- 
slaughter. Is it not monstrous that the govern- 
ment should legalize the traffic in intoxicating 
drinks at every corner of our streets, and then 
hang onthe gallows those who commit crime 
under their maddening influence ? 

The culprit marched to the scaffold with an 
unfaltering step. He was a man of noble figure 
and the most unbending fortitude. With great 
calmness he made a brief address, which had ev- 
idently been put into his mouth by the two cler- 
gymen, who had undertaken the task of prepar- 
ing him for the death he was about to undergo. 
I looked on with comparative calmness till | saw 
those priests spread abroad their gloved hands, 
and, turning their faces toward heaven, ivsult 
the Holy One by invoking His blessings on what 
was about to be done, as they said, in obedience 
to His will! 
brutal men, who ten minutes before had said that 


There were standing around me 


they would as lief see a man hung, if he deserved 
it,asa dog! ‘The officers of the law exhibited 
much sensibility; they evidently performed their 
task with reluctance ; indeed, | was told that the 
sheriff had not slept for two nights, so deeply and 
painfully had bis mind been excited in anticipa- 


tion of the scene, 











the loss of friends, nor popular odium, nor persona! 
danger, moved him from his purpose, He and his 
late son were almost the only, if not the only, mer- 
eantile house in the country, which sacrificed a 
profitable Southern business to their deep conviction 

of the sin of slavery. It was left for one of the 

oldest of our merchants to set an example of rare in- 
tegrity, which no one in the vigor of life bas been 
able to imitate, Keenly alive to suffering about him, 
systematically benevolent, he yet remembered, with 
far sighted wisdom, those great principles, which, 
buffeting now with popular dislike, must depend for 
ultimate success on the devoted support ofa few 

earnest and enlightened men. Self-made, enterpri- 
sing, benevolent, disinterested, welcoming with sin- 
cere religious purpose every new light on the path 
of duty, an old man, yet in the yan of the world of 
new ideas, he | as ‘come to his grave ina full age, 
like as a shock of corn cometh in his season.’ 
those who have done honor to our city, coming time 
will cherish no name more dearly than his, as borne 
by those who have been nobly fanhful to unpopular 
truth, and have well discharged, amid severe trial, a 
hard duty to society. 


a? This beavtitul tribute to the memory of a 
good man, which we copy from the Boston Courier, 
is so in unison with our own estimate of his merits, 
that it would be only a repetition of words and ideas 
for us to attempt tu add any thing more.—Ed. Lib. 


The Rhode Island State Prison, 


The annual report of the Inspectors of this in- 
stitution, presented to the General Assembly, last 
session, shows that the number of convicts in the 
Prisou at the commencement of the year was 17, 
9 have been received during the year, 2 have been 
discharged by order of the General Assembly, $ 
by the expiration of their terms, and one has es- 
caped. ‘l'wenty are now in Prison, 14 of whom 
are natives of Rhode Island, 2 of New York, 1 
of Massachusetts, 1 of New-Haimpshire, and 2 of 
freland. 

The Providence Transcript states that the busi- 
ness of painting fauns—heretofore prosecuted in 
the Prisun-—has ceased to be profitable, and ar- 


But those priests! how their | raugements are being made to introduce new 


worse than heathenish incantations stirred the in- | branches of industry. 


tenance ; he walked with a perfectly firm step, dignation of my soul! Iwas ready to exclaim, 


in the words of Coleridge, 
** Oh blasphemy! to mingle fiendish deeds 
With blessedness !”’ 

I shall henceforth execrate Capital Punihsment 
as I have never done before. | aim now confirm- 
ed in the opinion that no man who is not opposed 
to taking human life can witness an execution 
Merciful 


God! when shall this bloody relic of barbaric 


without becoming thereby corrupted, 


cruelty be abolished? 


HENRY CHAPMAN, ESQ. 

Died, on Monday, the 23d Nov., at his residence, 
in Chauncy Place, Henry Cuapman, Esq, aged 75 
years. Mr. Chapman was a native of Salem, and 
for a while, a schoolmate of the late Dr. Bowditeh. 
The loss of his parents svon deprived him of the ad- 
vantages of our public schools, and left him, while 
yetachild, toopen his own way in the world,—a 
fate which has attended many of those whose charac- 
ter and influence have, like his, shaped in the end 
the action of the community. To this early experi- 
ence and necessity of exertion, may be traced that 
self-reliance and decision of purpose, which led him, 
even in his age, to give his warm sympathy and 
support to the foremost ranks of reform. For more 
thap filty years, he has been largely engaged in mer- 
cantile business in this city. Great energy, a spirit 
of enterprise, which tempted fortune in many chan- 
nels, a fertility of resource, which no difficulties ex- 
hausted, made him a successful merchant. Un- 
sullied integrity,—suflicient praise for most men, and 
the right of but few,—was his least merit. The 
disadvantages of his early years, instead of harden- 
ing his heart into a useful selfishness, had given him 
the habit of cordial sympathy with those who were 
left, like himself, orphans. Ready in his aid to all 
such as the various relations of a large family circle 
threw upon his protection, he discharged the trust 
with more than scrupulous fidelity, with an active and 
earnest interest in their behalf 

In his private relations, the charm of a gentle and 
unfailing courtesy, a rare patience under every trial, 
Christian fortitude, and acheerfulness which sur- 
mounted all circumstances, made him a universal fa- 
vorite, yet with ut the sacrifice of individual opinion 
of character. 

The physician's maxim, that no one ever accepts a 
new idea after forty years of age, so commonly ap- 
plicable as to be a proverb, was discredited in him 
Even in his later years, he was among the first to 
welcome the Temperance Reformation. The young- 
est never excelled him in willing sacrifice to its re- 
quirements. He rose easily above the prejudices o! 
his time and class, when the first note of the Anti 
Slavery movement was sounded, devoting his influ 


ence and mvans unreservedly toitsservice. Neither 








‘Lhe excess of expenses of the Prison the past 
The old off- 


cers have been re-app inted by the Assembly. 


year over the income, is $7,573,00. 


Incident in a Murderer’s Cell.—The other day 
a white man of genteel appearance procured a 
permit to visit ‘Thomas in his cell, when on open- 
ing the door the poor negro was walking back- 


| wards and forwards, reading his Bible; the man 
| entered the cell, and after putting a few questions 


to Thomas, requested him to sit down by his side, 
when on doing so he said to the negro, ‘1 have 
been into many a scrape myself, and if you wish 
to try aud escape, [ will bring you in some tools to 
cut your way out.’ At this, the negro rose with 
indignation, putting himself in an attitude not to 
be mistaken, pointed to the door of the cell saying, 
* Leave me immediately, for | have other matters 
to think about than cutting through stoue walls,’ 
and forthwith proceeded to read his Bible again. 
‘Lhe poor fellow appeared to be quite resigned to 
He says, ‘I feel as if 
I never committed any sin—lI feel like a deacon.’ 


his fate and willing to die. 


QuICKER THAN MaGic. In the presence of 78 
persons in London, a parcel of rags were taken, wade 
When 


this ceieiily becowes universal, loafers must dodge paper- 


into paper, dried, und printed, mm Jire minutes! 


wilis, or their ragged vestments will be whipped ofl, and 
tucked under their noses in the shape of a handbill, ad- 


vertising vagrants, before they know it! 
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MASSACHUSETTS, 


isaac Austin, Nantucket. Post Master, Danvers. 

T. A. Siuith, Annisquain, John Bailey, New-Bedfoid 
Benj. Spimney, ‘Vaunton. H. Bates, Norton. 

Capt. U.Goodspeed, Liyannis, G. Higgins, P. M.Brewster. 
S. iliggins, Orleans Rev. Mr. Clark, ‘Truro. 
Noah Jackman, Attleboro.’ J.S. Hammond, Marbleh’d, 
M. Polly, Leominster. J. A. Waite, Hubbardston 
Nathan Wyman, Woburn, Hiram A. Morse, Holliston, 
Rev. Wm. Coe, E. Medway. E. K. Whitaker, Needham. 
idurius Smith, Weymouth. Leonard Church, Ashfield. 
i. Munroe, Reading. Rev. W.P. Huntington, Ashby. 
Wim. RK. Bliss, Worcestet. Capt. C. Thaxton, Edgarton. 
Jonathan Fowler, Salisbury. ’ 


VERMONT. 
Rev. Mr. Sanborn, Barre. _ Eli Ballou, Montpelier. 
Haskell& Palmer, W ovdstock.Dr. Spaulding, brattiebore’ 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Leonard Chase, Milford. E. K. Rowell, Manchester. 
Rufus Merrill, Concord. Rev. 1. 'Thompsen, Halifax. 
RHODE-ISLAND. 

Rev. B. Taylor, Providence. 
MICHIGAN. 
W. W. Hebb: i 
Ww Hebbard, Adrian, ; W. HL Gray, Kalamasneo. 
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